
 

 

FRIENDS GRANTS PROGRAM SUMMARIES FY22 

Adult Classes and Events 
 
Civic Conversations - 2021 
During this quarter, we hosted two online Civic Conversations in which we examine 
topics that empower us to make informed choices, understand our collective history, 
and inspire civic and community engagement. In one Civic Conversation, we learned 
about Reparations with Dr. Renee Gralewicz, an enrolled member of and Peacemaker 
for the Brothertown Indian Nation. We used this topic to examine beliefs and 
understanding of our history and its lasting impact. We provided a Resource Guide 
using items from our collection for deeper learning. An honorarium was made possible 
with Friends’ funds. 
 
Computer Help 1:1 Sessions - 2021 
Computer Help is an in-person, one-to-one, drop-in / appointment service for up to 2 
hours with library staff or volunteer to assist patrons with general computer and 
technology use. The goal is to reduce the digital divide and improve digital literacy 
among communities with limited access and information on how to use technology. 
Volunteers and staff have conducted 48 one-to-one sessions and continue to provide 
this service. Friends grant funds the position of the library assistant coordinating this 
service.  
 
Connecting Cards - 2021 
Connecting Cards – Holiday Edition was an evolution of an earlier successful program 
for connecting community members who may want to share their care for others 
experiencing social isolation. Connecting Cards - Holiday Edition provided 40 cards 
which library patrons filled with inspiring or heart-warming messages. We created a 
station near the Information Desk with the space to write, draw or decorate on holiday 
themed cards. These cards were picked up by Oneida Heights and distributed to its 
residents. Friends’ funds provided cards for this program. 
 
Artist in Residence - Virtual and Self-Directed Activities - 2021 
Artist in Residence, Elyse-Krista Mische, a CNA and hospice volunteer and an advocate 
of the Death Positive Movement, uses her art to contemplate mortality, memory, and 
time. We connected Elyse-Krista with the Fox Valley Memory Project’s Memory Café to 
help participants find joyful connections and beauty in a photograph or item from their 
past. Elyse-Krista created an “Existential Thinking Station” used as a self-directed 
activity to stimulate deeper thinking about our lives and how we want to be 
remembered. Those responses are being used by Elyse-Krista to create a Community 
Soul Vessel, representing the ‘soul’ of Appleton. Patrons can take a ‘Make and Take’ 
soul vessel kit to create their own. Friends’ funds provided the honorarium and supplies 
for these programs.  
 
Breathing Session with Parnee Poet - 2021 
Parnee Poet, plant mama, artist, massage therapist, martial artist, self-defense and 
breathing awareness educator led an outdoor breathing workshop at Peabody Park as 
part of the Adult Summer Library Program series. Participants gained breathing 
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awareness that helps to “rest and digest” instead of “fight/flight/freeze/appease.” They 
learned how to identify their breathing pattern and re-sync their natural breathing pattern 
of relaxation. Friends’ funds supported the presenter honorarium. 
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Coming to America by Train - 2021 
Bob Lettenberger from the National Railroad Museum in Green Bay presented our 
November Find Your Ancestors session on Coming to America By Train. Bob discussed 
how the railroads were created throughout the United States and how many of our 
ancestors used the rails to travel throughout America as they immigrated. He talked the 
176 attendees through what it was like to ride the immigrant trains and shared 
resources for learning more about your ancestor’s journeys and how to research 
ancestors who worked for the railroads. Attendees were thoroughly pleased with Bob’s 
expertise and patience as he worked to answer the more than 50 questions attendees 
had at the end of the session. Friends provided financial support for this series. 
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Finding Ancestors Before 1850 - 2021 
To celebrate Family History Month, the Find Your Ancestors series hosted professional 
genealogist Amy Johnson Crow in October to discuss how to research ancestors before 
1850. Amy talked the 300+ attendees through common challenges faced with pre-1850 
research and how to tackle them, specifically focusing on certain collections of records 
like census records, probate and other court records, land and tax records, and voter 
records, to name a few. Attendees thoroughly enjoyed the presentation, with many 
commenting how helpful it was and saying it gave them hope they can research further 
back on their family tree. Friends provided financial support for this series and an 
honorarium for this speaker.  
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Researching Institutionalized Ancestors - 2021 
Our final 2021 Find Your Ancestors session featured Lee Grady, Senior Reference 

Archivist at the Wisconsin Historical Society, to discuss researching institutionalized 

ancestors. Lee discussed some of the amazing collections the Wisconsin Historical 

Society Library in Madison has in regard to state and county institutions, such as 

asylums/hospitals, prisons, poor houses, orphanages and more. Using some of the 

WHS collections through two case studies, Lee showed the 168 attendees what 

information you can glean about an ancestor through some of the various record sets 

available. One attendee said: “I’ve attended nearly every one of your webinars and for 

me, this is the very best one.” Friends provided financial support for this series. 

 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Finding Your German Ancestors Using Maps and Gazetteers 

- 2021 

In July, the Find Your Ancestors series featured John Wasserstrass, president of the 
German Interest Group – Wisconsin, to discuss how to find your German ancestors 
using maps and gazetteers. John walked the 155 attendees through several resources 
including Meyers Gazetteer, Kartenmeister, Geschichtliche Orts-Verzeichnis (GOV), 
and the Germans to America collection, sharing pros and cons of each. Attendees 
commented that his presentation was easy to understand, and they learned several 
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resources they weren’t familiar with. One attendee shared, “That was awesome! Within 
a half hour of the webinar, I found my long lost great-great paternal grandfather! This 
was my holy grail of ancestors. Thank you!” Friends provided financial support for this 
series. 
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Irish Genealogy - 2021 
Genealogist Dave Miller was our speaker for September, discussing how to research 
Irish genealogy. Dave walked the 133 attendees through several different record types 
as well as how to obtain those records whether you are in the United States or you are 
planning on visiting Ireland to do research. Attendees thoroughly enjoyed Dave’s 
presentation, with one commenting, “I have heard Dave speak several times and always 
learn something new. A great presenter who's very generous sharing what he knows.” 
Friends provided financial support for this series and an honorarium for this speaker. 
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Researching the Family Black Sheep - 2021 
Nearly 200 attendees joined us in August as we hosted “The Legal Genealogist,” Judy 
G. Russell for her talk, “Rogues, Rascals and Rapscallions: The Family Black Sheep.” 
Judy is widely known in the genealogy community – being an expert in genealogy and 
the law – so she was the perfect speaker to tell us how to research those ancestors who 
may be lawbreakers, philanderers and/or deadbeats. Attendees really appreciated her 
storytelling, wit and humor while delivering the information and using examples - some 
of which she even tailored to Wisconsin and Appleton criminals! One attendee 
commented, “The presenter was extremely qualified and informative. While much of this 
material could be used by beginners it was definitely of use to experienced researchers 
which is definitely what I am after.” Friends provided financial support for this series and 
an honorarium for this speaker. 
 
Writing in Beads- 2021 
November was Native American Heritage Month. We celebrated the rich history of 
Native Americans with an on-site display, a book discussion of Firekeeper’s Daughter, 
and a storytelling program, “Writing in Beads” with well-known bead artist, Karen Ann 
Hoffman. The Writing in Beads participants appreciated the storytelling through her 
beautiful beadwork. They learned about Native American tribes, languages, and culture. 
Friends provided financial support for Karen’s presentation.  
 
Green Lake Festival of Music - 2021 
The Third Lake Brass Quintet, in partnership with the Green Lake Festival of Music, 
gave us our first in-person concert of 2021. This collection of professional brass 
musicians provided an exciting musical tour of each of their instruments, including the 
history, their range of use, and their significance in a quintet. Friends’ funds covered an 
honorarium for the group’s performance. 
 
Immigrant Journeys from South of the Border ¡Mi travesía hasta Wisconsin!  
- 2021 
In September, we hosted the Wisconsin Humanities traveling exhibit, Immigrant 
Journeys from South of the Border ¡Mi travesía hasta Wisconsin! The exhibit was 
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enhanced by two meaningful community conversations about immigration and a 30-day 
reflective journal designed by local artist Marisol Encarnacion to provide community 
members with a safe space to reflect on their experiences. Participants appreciated the 
journal and the exhibit. A participant said, "Heartwarming and eye opening. I was able to 
learn a lot from not only this exhibit, but the amazing people that work at the 
library."  Friends provided an honorarium for the artist.  
 
Nature Walk at Wild Ones - 2021 
A program offered as part of our Adult Summer Library Program was a naturalist-led 
Nature Walk at Wild Ones Natural Landscapers. Participants learned about the benefits 
of planting Wisconsin native plants and flowers, how they impact pollinators, the 
detrimental effects of lawns and lawn care to the environment, and just how easy it is to 
support our ecosystem with native plants, even in container gardens. Some attendees 
had their own prairie gardens and others were new to this topic and excited to learn 
more. Senior lecturer and Habitat Restoration Researcher, Shannon Faust-Davis 
provided great tips and tons of plant inspiration for all! Friends’ funds supported a 
presenter honorarium. 
 
Resin Pendant Keychain Virtual Workshop - 2021 
The Flower Mill presented a virtual workshop as part of the Adult Summer Library 
Program. Participants picked up a supplies kit at the library and learned to use 
preserved floral blooms and resin to make teardrop shaped pendant keychains. Friends’ 
funds supported the program costs.  
 
Computer Help 1:1 Sessions - 2022 
Computer Help is an in-person, one-to-one, drop-in / appointment service for up to 2 
hours with library staff or volunteer to assist patrons with general computer and 
technology use. The goal is to reduce the digital divide and improve digital literacy 
among communities with limited access and information on how to use technology. A 
Friends’ grant funds the position of the library assistant coordinating this service.  
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Breaking Down Your Brick Walls in Family Research 
- 2022 
In February, the Find Your Ancestors series hosted Lori Bessler, Reference Librarian at 
Wisconsin Historical Society, to present “Breaking Down Your Brick Walls in Family 
Research.” Genealogists inevitably run into a roadblock in our research where we can’t 
get back any further - often called the dreaded “brick wall.” Lori provided lots of helpful 
tips and tricks, including examining your research and re-evaluating what you have 
already done before declaring you have a brick wall. This was a record-setting session 
with 333 live attendees and 500 registrants - our highest to date! Friends provided 
financial support for this series. 
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Finding Your Ancestors in Norwegian Documents     
- 2022 
Our Find Your Ancestors series marked our 50th presentation milestone by hosting 
professional genealogist Eleanor Brinsko on March 12th for her “Finding Your Ancestors 
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in Norwegian Documents” presentation. Eleanor walked the 131 live attendees through 
several types of Norwegian records such as Norwegian farm books, census records, 
immigration records and religious records. She also shared several website resources, 
doing several demonstrations of each, attendees thought this was especially helpful. 
One attendee commented that this was an “excellent presentation with really helpful 
advice.” Friends provided financial support for this series and an honorarium for this 
speaker. 
 
Find Your Ancestors Series: Genealogy Programs - 2022 
In January, the Find Your Ancestors series hosted professional genealogist Angie 
Knutson to discuss genealogy programs. Angie walked the 238 live attendees through 
the various options of genealogy software and genealogy websites where you can host 
your family research. One attendee said, “The information and directions provided was 
helpful to apply to my research tools and the directions I can further investigate. As 
always, the topic for the program was outstanding.” Friends provided financial support 
for this series. 
 
Find Your Ancestors: Civil War Genealogy - 2022 
In April, the Find Your Ancestors series hosted Russell Horton from the Wisconsin 
Veterans Museum to present “Finding Those Who Served: Civil War Genealogy.” Russ 
shared what details you might be able to find out about your Civil War veteran 
ancestors, including how to determine if they served or not. He showed several 
resources, such as muster rolls, pension files, and regimental histories, as well as how 
to obtain these resources since the vast majority of these are not available online. One 
attendee said his presentation was “easy to follow, informative and interesting.”  Friends 
provided financial support for this series. 
 
Find Your Ancestors: Getting the Most out of Ancestry.com - 2022 
The May Find Your Ancestors program was on “Getting the Most Out of Ancestry.com,” 
by Katie Stilp, Local History Librarian. We had 241 attendees who learned tips and 
tricks on how to search more effectively, how to find collections that are relevant to their 
research, how to locate unique features of the site, and more. One attendee said, 
“Great presentation. I’ve used Ancestry for many years, but you showed me stuff I’ve 
never used before.” Friends provided financial support for this series. 
 
Find Your Ancestors: Wisconsin Genealogy Resources - 2022 
In June, the Find Your Ancestors program featured Angie Knutson, a local professional 
genealogist, and Katie Stilp, Local History Librarian, discussing Wisconsin genealogy 
resources. Angie led the program by discussing resources like the Area Research 
Centers, Wisconsin Historical Society, and the importance of local libraries and 
historical/genealogical museums. Katie demonstrated how to access the library’s 
electronic genealogy resources, including the Obituary Index, Post-Crescent Index, 
NewspaperARCHIVE, Wisconsin Recollection, Wisconsin State Genealogical Society 
website and more. One attendee said, “What a terrifically comprehensive program! I 
think all of these suggestions would apply no matter what state you might be 
researching in. Well done!” Friends provided financial support for this series. 
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Grand Opening: Rock Painting - 2022 
To celebrate our Grand Opening at the Kensington location, we created a passive 
program called “APL Rocks”. This self-directed activity had patrons using stencils 
created for us by the Menasha Public Library with the words, “APL Rocks” and “Books 
are Magic,” and paint pens with the suggestion that they plant these rocks in public 
places in their community. Friends’ funds were used to purchase supplies. 
 
Nuestras Historias/Our Stories: Latinx Book Discussion - 2022 
The library launched, “Nuestras Historias/Our Stories” a discussion of Latinx stories. 
The summer series included a collection of books that highlighted a diversity of Latinx 
narratives and experiences. The book titles were selected from offerings in Hoopla to 
ensure multiple copies of the books are accessible. The discussions are held at a local 
Mexican treats shop and participants engaged in dialogue and learned how to download 
e-content from Hoopla. Friends’ funds support refreshments and patronage of the small 
business hosting the program. 
 
Tales and Travels - 2022 
In June, we began the first of a six-month, bi-weekly series in partnership with the Fox 
Valley Memory Project, titled "Tales and Travels". Each month, we explore a different 
destination through culture, food, music, and stories. The second session of each month 
is hosted by our former Artist-in-Residence, Elyse Krista-Miche, who leads the group in 
an art project specific to the destination. Friends’ funds are used to provide art supplies 
and materials, as well as the artist honorarium for this program. 
 
Cia Siab Storytelling - 2022 
The library partnered with Cia Siab in Wisconsin: A HMoob Story to host a Hmong 
women storytelling session at Ban Vinai Restaurant and Bar. The storytellers shared a 
story and an object that represented their identity, resilience, or culture. The program 
created a safe space for Hmong women to share their stories. Friends’ funds supported 
refreshments for the storytelling session.  

 
Teen Classes and Events 
 
Solar Viewing - 2021 
Our Solar Viewing event took place on September 29 at Houdini Plaza. Participants had 
fun and learned from NASA ambassador Joe Slezak, poster boards with visuals of the 
sun, a professional telescope and a staff-led story time! Friends' funds were used to 
support venue-related expenses. The weather was perfect, and our families had a great 
time! 
 
STEAM Take n Create Packs and Virtual Program - 2021 

Registered participants received a STEAM kit full of supplies for the 3-day virtual 
program that took place the following week. Our “X-STREAM Team” were science and 
art instructors, William and Aida Jackson, from Florida. Teens had a great time building 
an International Space Station, skyline painting, and crafting their own mobile hand with 
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fish wire – all while learning valuable science, art concepts and life skills. Additionally, 
we received a wonderful compliment from the parent of one of the participants thanking 
us for providing programming to tweens and teens – her son really enjoyed the 
program! Upon completion of the 3-day program, all participants received a special 
certificate, pins and stickers from the Jacksons. Friends’ funds provided the presenter 
honorarium and kit supplies. 
 
Short Scary Story Teen Contest - 2021 
The Short Scary Story Teen Contest was an opportunity for teens to showcase their 
storytelling and writing. We received 14 amazing entries and were able to provide 
relevant rewards for the contest winners. The grand prize winner was given a Kindle 
Fire 7 and our two runners-up were awarded awesome APL canvas bags with a 
selection of new YA/teen suspense books! Thank you to Friends of the Library for the 
funds to purchase the contest awards. 
 
Take n’ Create Packs: Holiday Snowman - 2021 
Teen Services shared the final Take n' Create packs of 2021! We distributed 19 starter 
packs filled with socks, flannel, fabric glue, ribbon and more for teens to create their 
own snowman to keep or give away as a gift for someone special. Teens were 
encouraged to use their creativity and upcycle items from their homes. A virtual DIY 
program complimented this fun pack on December 6. Friends’ funds were used to 
purchase the program supplies. 
 
Take n’ Create Packs: Pinot’s Palette - 2021 

Teen Services collaborated with Pinot's Palette for the final Take n’ Create pack of the 
summer. Each of the 15 kits included a canvas (5 summer designs), brushes, paint, a 
cup and step-by-step instructions. Teens were welcome to follow the attached 
instructions or free hand their own designs. A Project Outcome survey 
was included, and feedback was welcomed. All 15 packs were claimed and served as a 
creative outlet for our young patrons. Friends’ funds supported kit supplies. 
 

Take n’ Create Packs: Simple Simon Bakery - 2021 

Teen Services collaborated with Simple Simon Bakery to create a Take n’ Create pack 
for teens. 20 teens picked up kits of cookies, icing, and sprinkles to decorate their own 
goodies. Several parents thanked staff for offering fun activities for teens and one 
parent shared photos of their teen and younger sibling working together to decorate 
cookies. Friends’ funds supported kit supplies. 
 
Teen Ambassador Program (TAP) - 2021 

Teen Services continues the exciting monthly Teen Ambassador Program (TAP) for 
teens (ages 13-17) interested in making a positive difference at APL and in the 
community. Participants receive a welcome kit which includes a notebook, pen, 
highlighter, post it notes and silly putty – plus trendy, motivational stickers. Teens can 
join virtually via Zoom and share their input on library services and programs. Friends’ 
funds support the welcome kit supplies. 
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Teen DIY Masquerade Masks - 2021 
During the month of October, teens were given the opportunity to create their own 
masquerade masks in the teen space. Eye masks, feathers, jewels, and glue were 
provided. All supplies were utilized, and teens had a fun, creative experience. Thank 
you to the Friends for providing the craft supplies! 
 
Author Discussion - “We Will Always Be Here” - 2021 
Authors Jenny Kalvaitis and Kristen Whitson of "We Will Always Be Here" offered a 
wonderful virtual literature and historical presentation. Their book focused on the 
LGBTQ+ experience and stories from a youth/teen perspective in Wisconsin and shared 
best practices on research and preserving historical data. The Wisconsin Historical 
Society donated two books to give away to program participants. Friends' funds were 
used to help pay for author honorariums. 
 
John Lewis Teen Art Contest - 2022  
This year marked the first annual John R. Lewis Teen Art Contest for Teen Services. 
The purpose of the contest was to honor the life and legacy of Congressman and Civil 
Rights Activist John Lewis, highlight Black History and inspire creativity in our teens. 
Our judges consisted of Timber Smith (COA DEI), Laura Jones (African Heritage, Inc.) 
and Lisa Nett (Library Board Member). Two teens submitted sketch and paint art and a 
short description based on the following themes: bravery, courage, service, and 
patriotism culminating in a live Zoom program presentation on March 3. Winners won 
canvas bags with new YA/Teen books and gift cards to local, Black-owned businesses 
courtesy of Friends funds. 

 

Future Fox Cities Career Expo - 2022 
Teen Services participated in this year's Future Fox Cities Career Expo on March 8-9. 
Over 2,600 8th grade and high school students from Northeast Wisconsin attended this 
robust career expo featuring a variety of employers. We exchanged inspiring 
conversations with teens, gathered signatures for TAP and volunteer opportunities, 
handed out a ton of candy and ran a successful contest featuring a summer movie 
option for an ADI collaboration (receiving 192 votes!) Friends’ funds were used to 
purchase incentives for this event.   

 

Downtown Creates Outdoor Film Screening - 2022 
In collaboration with Appleton Downtown Incorporated and Downtown Creates Series, 
Appleton Public Library hosted a movie night in Houdini Plaza featuring the hit movie 
“Mean Girls.” The film was chosen by popular teen vote at this year’s Future Fox Cities 
Career Expo. The PAC was on-site distributing gift bags related to their upcoming show, 
“Mean Girls”. Participants brought chairs and blankets to enjoy the film. Friends' funds 
were used to purchase the movie DVD, secure the movie license, and reserve parking 
spaces for setup. 
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Teen Ambassador Program (TAP) - 2022 

Teen Services continues the exciting monthly Teen Ambassador Program (TAP) for 
teens (ages 13-17) interested in making a positive difference at APL and in the 
community. The group held its first in-person meeting at the conference room inside 
Copper Rock Coffee Company on March 15. Six teens had a lively and engaging 
conversation about the new building, SLP and upcoming projects – the teens were so 
excited! Program supplies and refreshments are provided by Friends’ funds.  
 
Our Teen Ambassador Program (TAP) is growing! We had two new teen members 
joining us this month at our monthly meeting location, Copper Rock, bringing our total to 
eight Teen Ambassadors. We had a fun round of introductions, lively conversation 
about upcoming summer volunteer opportunities, the temporary building and other 
events. Friends’ funds support refreshments and patronage of the small business 
hosting the program. 
 
Teen Tuesday: Clay Botanical Impressions - 2022 
Teen Services hosted the first Teen Tuesday of the summer series at the Scheig Center 
featuring clay botanical impressions. Teens were invited to bring flowers or plants of 
their choice and express their creative side! We had the helpful volunteer assistance of 
two Teen Ambassadors. The teens were engaged, had fun, and even got a little messy! 
Friends' funds support the Teen Tuesday series. 
 
Teen Tuesday: Anime Your Way with Carlos Nieto III  - 2022 
APL welcomed artist Carlos Nieto III as part of a collaborative inter-library art program. 
Teen fans of anime and budding artists focused intently and followed along as Carlos 
demonstrated expert tips, tricks and how-tos about drawing and shared about his 
experience in professional animation. Drawing supplies were provided by Carlos, and 
each teen left with their own personalized drawing. Friends’ Funds were used for the 
artist honorarium.        
 
Teen Tuesday: Take n’ Create Watercolor Flower Home Kits - 2022 
Teen Tuesday featured twelve Take N' Create Kits, great for the summer teen on-the-
go! Library staff assembled watercolor supply kits with instructions and online access for 
support from Rooster Dreams Visual Arts. Teens were encouraged to share their 
completed artwork with library staff via email. Kit supplies were purchased with Friends’ 
funds.  
 
Teen Tuesday: Oreo Taste-Off - 2022 
Teen Tuesday featured a fun and unique Oreo Taste-Off. The original Oreo squared up 
against five unique flavors: Birthday Cake, Carrot Cake, Chocolate Peanut Butter Pie, 
Java Chip, and Toffee Crunch--served with milk! Teens were led through a guided 
tasting and asked to rate each cookie. Birthday Cake ranked first with Carrot Cake in 
last place. Upcoming programs and teen titles were shared. Friends’ funded the 
program supplies.   
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Tween Classes and Events 
 
Bookmark Bonanza - 2022 
To encourage fun in reading, and avoiding dog earing books, we held a Bookmark 
Bonanza program. It was held via Zoom, and attendees had a wonderful time creating a 
wide variety of bookmarks. Friends’ funds were used to purchase supplies for this 
program.  
 
Paper Plane Palooza - 2022 
There is nothing more exciting than paper planes. In this program, we learned how to 
make some very interesting folds. Children made a total of ten different planes. Each 
plane had a different style of flying. By far, a favorite was the Roller Blade, which did not 
fly, but spun its way to the ground.  
I was amazed at the complexity of the planes, which the children grasped very quickly. 
Paper planes are such an exciting way to get children interested in engineering.  
The excitement could be felt right through the computer screens. There were several 
amazing and wonderful "ah, ha" moments. The support of Friends makes these 
programs soar! Friends’ funds were used to purchase supplies for this program. 
 
Virtual Author Visit - Cassandra Kohanski - 2022 
3rd-5th grade students had the opportunity to meet teen author, Cassandra 
Kohanski.  Cassandra is a freshman at Winneconne high school, who is the self-
published author of the book, Marley's Journey. Through Friends funding, participants 
received a free copy of the book to read prior to the program. Then, via Zoom, they met 
Cassandra, asked her questions about writing/illustrating/publishing, and got to meet 
the dog that inspired the story.  

 
 

Children’s Classes and Events 
 
Anji Play Training & Roaming Ruckus: a True Play Program - 2021 
Friends’ funds were used to pay for a series of virtual workshops in the Anji Play model 
for staff at APL and the Building for Kids (BFK). After these sessions, staff worked 
closely with the trainers to develop the Roaming Ruckus program. This program is 
based on the 5 pillars of Anji Play: Love, Risk, Joy, Engagement and Reflection. 
Participants meet outdoors for a period of child directed play using open ended 
materials. At the end of their time, the children are encouraged to create a “Play Story” 
and share reflections on their play. At the end of each program, staff meet with the Anji 
Play trainers to discuss what they observed during the program and what adjustments 
might be beneficial. The programs are scheduled at various parks around Appleton 
including Arbutus, Linwood, Pierce, Kiwanis and City Park. This program met four times 
in July and three times in September.This Fall the program met 5 times. Friends’ Funds 
paid for the coaching sessions where APL & BFK staff met with Anji Play trainers to 
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discuss how the program went. While the program will continue and we will stay in 
touch with the trainers, this ends our official training/coaching period. 
 
Brainstorm Bags - 2021 
This October through December we ran a monthly program called Brainstorm Bags.  
Each month patrons could register and stop by the Children’s Desk to pick up a bag of 
supplies. We created 50 bags each month for school age children. Some were 
preregistered and others were kept back to give to school aged children visiting the 
library. Our hope was to catch children who did not have computer or internet access so 
they could be part of the program as well, even if they weren’t able to register for it. All 
participants were also invited to a virtual Show & Tell to share their experiences.  
 
Each bag contained a hard experiment and a no fail experiment so participants would 
be challenged yet also remain excited about science. Show and tell really helped them 
dive deeper into understanding why the projects worked and gave them an opportunity 
to explain how something failed and how they finally made it work.  
 
October's supplies included materials to make rockets including film canisters and 
effervescent tablets. Each child who attended the Show & Tell described what worked 
and what didn't, and the group talked through ways to make the rocket fly better. Staff 
also provided straw rockets that could be decorated and then launched using a bendy 
straw. In November each bag contained the materials to create a Hovercraft from a CD 

& balloon, and the supplies to make a triangle flyer. In December each bag contained 
the materials to create spool racers from a wooden spool, toothpick, & rubber band, as 
well as the supplies for a paper spin top. Friends’ funds paid for program supplies. 
 
Fall STREAM Team - 2021 
Fall STREAM Team ran for 8 weeks and is an interactive science program for 3–5-year-
olds focused on science, technology, reading, engineering, art and math. Patrons 
picked up a pack of supplies before the program started and a second box halfway 
through the program. Twenty-eight preschoolers, divided into 3 groups, met on Zoom 
each Thursday for a short Storytime and an explanation of the 6 activities for the day. 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase materials such as dice, stickers for counting and 
letter matching, sponges for a cactus water absorption experiment, colored popsicle 
sticks for fence pattern building, and Alka-Seltzer tablets for film canister flying bats 
 
Bouncing Beats - 2021 
This Fall, 5 preschoolers and their families participated in our interactive, music-making 
program Bouncing Beats. As we needed to shift this program from an in-person to a 
virtual format, we decided to put together music-making kits for our participants so that 
we were still able to create music together. In their kits, one of the items that 
participants received was a set of boomwhackers. We used these pitched plastic tubes 
to explore chords, create sound effects for picture books, and craft our own melodies. It 
was a blast! Friends’ Funds were used to purchase the boomwhackers.  
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July – September Memorial Park StoryWalk - 2021 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of 3 books; Over in the Forest: Come Take a Peek by Marianne 
Berkes, Bee Dance by Rick Chrustowski, and Apple Pie Tree by Zoe Hall. These books 
were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the months of July - 
September. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent sign holders along a 
trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. Families who walk the 
trial are able to read the story as they go. These titles will be up for 1 month each, July - 
September. In addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families 
as they read and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

July – September ADI Downtown Storywalks - 2021 
Childrens is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging 
StoryWalk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each 
page of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement.  
Outside, Inside by LeUyen Pham is the book on display from mid-July to the end of 
August. This story captures 2020 and the feeling and moments we experienced while 
being inside and outside. It also pays tribute to frontline service professionals. Friends’ 
Funds was used to purchase two copies of the book, Outside, Inside by LeUyen Pham. 
 
Dreamers by Yuri Morales was on display during September in celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month The story follows an immigrant family and their transition in a new 
place. Friends’ Funds was used to purchase two copies of the book, Dreamers by Yuri 
Morales.  
 
October - December Memorial Park StoryWalk- 2021 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of the following books: 
   
October – Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming 
November – This is How I Know by Brittany Luby 
December – Snowmen at Night by Caralyn Buehner 
 
These books were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the 
months of October – December. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent 
sign holders along a trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. 
Families who walk the trial can read the story as they go. These titles are up for 1 month 
each. In addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families as 
they read and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

October – December ADI Downtown Storywalks - 2021 
Children's is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging story 
walk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each page 
of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement.  
I Wish You Knew by Jackie Kramer is the book on display in October in celebration of 

http://i.apl.org/spotlight/december-january-memorial-park-storywalk
http://i.apl.org/spotlight/december-january-memorial-park-storywalk
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Hispanic Heritage Month The story follows a child and those surrounding her, like her 
teacher and classmates, after her dad gets deported. Friends’ Funds were used to 
purchase two copies of the book, I Wish You Knew by Jackie Kramer.  
 
Friday Night Wrestlefest by J.F. Fox is the book on display for the month of November. 
It's a fun story with lots of rhyming words and colorful illustrations. Friends’ Funds were 
used to purchase two copies of the book, Friday Night Wrestlefest by J.F. Fox.   
 
Sweet People are Everywhere by Alice Walker is the book on display for the month of 
December. The book is an ode to humanity and portrays how beautifully diverse our 
world is. Friends Funds’ were used to purchase two copies of the book, Sweet People 
are Everywhere by Alice Walker.   
 
Art in the Park - 2021 
Childrens had a booth in the Kids area of Art in the Park. Our goal was to create artwork 
similar to Eric Carle's carefully textured illustrations. Friends’ Funds were used to 
purchase texture plates which children then used to create their own textured materials. 
While many children chose to simply try texture after texture with a wide variety of 
colors, others chose to create their own designs.  
 
July Maker Quest - 2021 
Children made tile mosaics, popsicle flashlights, squishies and a whole lot more. 
Leftover supplies were also used during Children’s Week and were very popular.  
Friends’ funds were used to purchase the main supplies for the mosaics and the 
popsicle flashlights.  
 
Candyland - 2021 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase tissue paper, glitter, stickers, and packing tape to 
create our life-size Candyland board in the Children's department during the month of 
December.  Tape was used to adhere the laminated tiles to the floor and tissue paper 
and glitter were used to create candy decorations around the department. Each time a 
child played our Candyland themed I-Spy, they received a candy themed sticker. 
Children who played Candyland also received drawing tickets for larger prizes. Some of 
these prizes were purchased by Friends’ Funds. There were 391 entries in the 
Candyland drawings by the end of the month 
 
Drive-In Storytime - 2021 
In October, the Children's Team hosted a Drive-In Storytime in partnership with APD & 
Kiwanis n Cops n Kids. The first step in making this happen was to buy an FCC 
compliant radio transmitter. (Thank you so much, Friends!)  
Participants were given a bag of books from Kiwanis, then parked in the back half of the 
parking lot, which we reserved from the City. They then tuned their radio to a 
predetermined station. We had a lot of fun as we sang songs, beeped our horns, and 
Meghan Cash (from APD) read two stories. The kids could follow along by using the 
books they were given. It was neat to experience a new platform for programming. 
Friends’ Funds were used to purchase the FCC compliant radio transmitter.  
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Winter STREAM Team - 2022 
Winter STREAM Team ran for 6 weeks in February and March. This program was for 
 3 - 5-year-old’s and focused on science, technology, reading, engineering, art and 
math. Patrons picked up a pack of supplies from the library that included everything 
they would need for 6 weeks of activities. Twenty-eight preschoolers, divided into three 
groups, met on Zoom each Thursday for a short storytime and an explanation of the 6 
activities for the day. Each week had a theme; Valentine’s Day, dental & body health, 
gardening, opposites, space, and St. Patrick’s Day. The kids and parents had a blast 
and we received lots of positive feedback. Friends’ funds provided the supplies for the 
activities. 
 
January – March Memorial Park StoryWalk - 2022 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of the following books: 
   
January – Mice Skating by Anne Marie Pace 
February – A Way with Wild Things by Larissa Theule 
March – Hooray for Hoppy by Tim Hopgood 
 
These books were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the 
months of January – March. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent sign 
holders along a trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. Families 
who walk the trail can read the story as they go. These titles are up for 1 month each. In 
addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families as they read 
and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

January – March ADI Downtown Storywalks - 2022 
Children's is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging story 
walk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each page 
of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement. Children’s 
utilized Friends’ funds to purchase two copies of the following books:  
 
January 2022 - Groundhug Day by Anne Marie Pace 
February 2022 - Superluminous by Ian De Haes  
March 2022 - Festival of Colors by Vashti Harrison  
 

April – June Memorial Park StoryWalk - 2022 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of the following books: 
   
April – Duck on a Bike by David Shannon 
May – The Ugly Vegetables by Grace Lin 
June – The Collectors by Alice Feagan 
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These books were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the 
months of April - June. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent sign holders 
along a trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. Families who 
walk the trail can read the story as they go. These titles are up for 1 month each. In 
addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families as they read 
and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

April – June ADI Downtown Storywalks - 2022 
Children's is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging story 
walk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each page 
of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement. Children’s 
utilized Friends’ funds to purchase two copies of the following books:  
 
April – The Neighbors by Einat Tsarfati 
May - A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin 
June – Julian at the Wedding by Jessica Love 
 
Bouncing Beats Musical Storytime - 2022 
Ukulele is a staple in the Bouncing Beats music storytime geared for 3–5-year-olds. 
During one activity, kids dance as fast as they can when they hear fast music and as 
slow as they can when they hear slow music. Playing/Strumming the ukulele quickly can 
be very hard on fingers, and felt picks l help to protect staff’s fingers during storytime. 
Friends’ Funds were used to purchase Ukulele Felt Picks. 
 
Roaming Ruckus: a True Play Program - 2022 
Friends’ Funds were used to purchase new and interesting supplies including pool 
noodles, pool noodle connectors, interlocking foam mats, a fort building set, clips and  
clothespins. These additional materials provide the children more opportunities to learn 
both independently and through interactions with other children at the program. Each  
program begins with children playing separately, but by the end of the program they 
have all come together to engage creatively and cooperatively with the materials.  
 
Spanish Storytime - 2022 
Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to rent the Theater room at the Building for 
Kids on Tuesday mornings during the summer months for Spanish Language Storytime. 
Appleton Ready to Read Funds are also used to subsidize museum visits for 
participating families. This reboot of the Appleton Ready to Read Program provides 
families the opportunity to explore the Museum and learn through play after attending 
storytime and receiving early literacy tips from staff.  
 
School-Age STEAM – June 2022 
School-Age STEAM is a new program this summer designed for children in grades K-6. 
It is held every Thursday in two different sessions. Each week has a unique theme with 
demonstrations and hands-on activities that highlight science, technology, engineering, 
art, and/or math. June's themes included All Hands-on Tech (with robots previously 
purchased with funds from Friends), Minute to Win It games, Planet Hoppers (with 
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scale-sized planet simulations), and a very special Birds session with special guest, 
Craig Clifford. Craig Clifford led the students on a bird watching walk and then coached 
them in painting ceramic birds that he designed. Friends’ funds paid for supplies and the 
artist stipend.  
 
Multicultural Book Club with Boys and Girls Club of Appleton - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase craft supplies for a Multicultural Book Club in 
partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Appleton. Program participants read books 
from different countries around the world and made crafts specific to that country. 
Patrons got the opportunity to learn how to use chopsticks, make Hmong hats, batik-
inspired watercolor art, mooncakes and rakhi bracelets. 
 
Storytime Bubbles - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase bubble solution for use in Toddler Storytime. 
Toddler Storytime ends with music and a room full of bubbles from our bubble machine. 
It is the highlight of every program brings joy to our young patrons. Bubble play is not 
only fun, but also a wonderful developmental activity that helps with visual tracking, fine 
and gross motor skills, hand-eye coordination, and social skills 

 
Children’s Passive Program – April & May – Your Favorite Place in Appleton 
 - 2022 
The April and May passive programs invited families to share their favorite places in 
Appleton by placing a sticker on a large map of Appleton, share more about why they 
love that place in the notebooks provided, and use art materials to recreate their favorite 
place through art. These maps were on display at the Oneida location before the 
closure and at our community partner, JJ's Laundromat. Friends’ funds were used to 
purchase large maps of Appleton on foam board and two journals for the program. 
 
Grand Opening – Mystery Seed Planting Activity - 2022 
The Children’s Department had a Mystery Seed Planting station at the library’s grand 

opening on Monday, June 6. 268 children (and adults) chose one of four mystery seeds 

to plant in a cup, take home and care for. The mystery seeds (Zinnia, Marigold, Forget 

Me Not and Cosmos) were announced on Facebook a month later. Many patrons called 

throughout the month inquiring about when the seeds would be announced and shared 

they had a lot of fun growing their mystery seeds. Friends' funds were used to purchase 

the dirt, cups, seeds and Ziploc bags for this activity. 

Hmong American Day Festival Outreach - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase lollipops and tassels to make for the Hmong 
American Day Festival outreach event on 5/14/22 at Jones Park.  
 
Summer Celebration - 2022 
What better way to kick off the fun of our Summer Library Program than with an all-age 
Summer Celebration? This party had it ALL with outdoor games (including cornhole, 
vertical cornhole, hopscotch, Skittles, hula hoops, life-sized Connect Four, life-sized 
Checkers and ring toss), a tattoo station, a craft station, a ball pit, an obstacle course, a 
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juggler and a balloon twister!  Many of the items used for this party were previously 
purchased with funding from Friends. New purchases utilizing Friends’ funds included 
some of the games, craft supplies, tattoos and the stipend for the juggler and balloon 
twister from Mischief and Magic.  
 
Kiwanis Butterfly Festival - 2022 
This year’s Butterfly Festival was on Saturday, June 18. Over 300 people stopped by 
the APL table where we shared information about the library as well as a bit of science 
through our art project. Families created butterfly sun catchers, the delight was palpable 
as children, and adults immediately began experimenting with which way to hold their 
creation to cause the most colorful design to appear on the ground or tablecloth.  
Friends’ funds were used to purchase supplies for this program and wings for staff. 
 
 

Family Classes and Events 
 
1000 Books Before Kindergarten - 2021 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase new prizes for the 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten. The prizes include wooden cars, toy boats, dinosaur bath squirters, 
rubber duckies, and sensory balls. Children get to pick out a prize for every 100 books 
they read. The new prizes have sparked excitement in the program as children saw 
them in the display case during May and early June. July – September, 22 children 
registered for this program. Friends’ Funds are used to purchase prizes for every 100 
books read.  
 
500 Books Before Middle School - 2021 
This year-round reading program encourages students from grades K-6th grade to 
continue the habit of reading. July – September, 25 children registered for this program. 
Friends’ Funds are used to purchase prizes for every 50 books read.  

 
 
Programs for All Ages and Ongoing Classes, Events and Services 
 
Animoto – Video Making Subscription - 2021 
Children’s used Friends Funds to extend APL's annual Animoto subscription until July 
2022. Animoto is a video making website. Children's mainly use it for video promotion 
and programming including Finding Miss Pa Ja. All library departments have access to 
the service and are encouraged to use it as needed.  
 
Animoto – Video Making Subscription - 2022 
Children’s used Friends’ funds to extend APL's annual Animoto subscription until July 
2022. Animoto is a video making website. Children's use it for video promotion and 
programming. All library departments have access to the service and encouraged to use 
it as needed.  
 

http://i.apl.org/spotlight/1000-books-kindergarten


 

 

FRIENDS GRANTS PROGRAM SUMMARIES FY22 

Programming Microphone - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase a microphone for children's virtual programming. 
The microphone is used for Preschool Storytime, Bouncing Beats, and to record 
upcoming staff trainings. 
 
FlipSide - 2022 
APL’s online local music streaming collection, is accepting new music submissions this 
summer. Two community members were recruited to the FlipSide curators team to 
select submissions and promote FlipSide to musicians and music lovers. Library staff 
are attending music and community events to share FlipSide with musicians and the 
community at large. Friends’ funds were used to purchase marketing materials for 
library staff use at outreach events. 
 
Fox Cities Reads 2022  
The 2022 Fox Cities Reads selections were There, There by Tommy Orange and Apple 
in the Middle by Dawn Quigley. Dawn Quigley did a virtual presentation for students and 
community members. Tommy Orange had an author visit with the Appleton Area School 
District's Native American students where the students had the opportunity to eat dinner 
and ask the author questions. Afterwards, Tommy presented to the community at the 
Appleton North High School's auditorium, where an individual from the indigenous 
community thanked him for writing a story about them. Friends provided financial 
support for copies of the Fox Cities Reads selections to be added to the library 
collection and supporting the author programming. 
 
PridEducation - 2022 
Sunday June 26th from 3pm - 7pm, Rainbow Alliance Advocacy held their first annual 
PRIDEducation event at River Tyme Bistro in downtown Appleton. The Children’s 
Department hosted a booth with library information and a bookmark coloring 
craft. Friends’ funds were used to purchase the bookmarks.   
 
 

Special Projects 
 
Grab and Go Craft Bags - 2021 
Throughout the summer and fall, Children’s has offered Grab and Go Craft Bags both in 
the library by the self-check machines and out in the community at various outreaches. 
These bags are full of fun craft supplies for families to do at home. Friends’ funds were 
used to purchase the paper bags.  
 
Building Project Communications - 2021 
Friends’ funds paid for large-printed concepts for community outreach. Friends’ funds 

also paid for gift cards for focus group attendees to show appreciation for participation.  

Constant Contact - 2021         
Friends’ funds pay for our mass email service provider. We use this service to email our 
subscribers information about library news, classes, services and more. 
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Community Outreach - 2021 
Library staff engaged in outreach on a weekly basis at Long Cheng Marketplace and 
LEAVEN. Staff provided resources and opportunities on library services and programs, 
registered new library cards, or updated existing ones. Community Partnerships and 
Public Services staff worked together to showcase special collection materials from the 
Hmong Resource Collection, share resources for well-being, create new library cards, 
and update library accounts. Friends funded giveaway items for the outreach tables. 
 
Community Partnerships – Library Assistant Position: 2021 
This Friends funded, part time non-benefitted position has increased capacity for 
community engagement and outreach related to individual and community well-being. 
The staff member has increased capacity related to computer help service, Kairos Alive 
Dancing Heart programming, relationships with community partners, community 
initiatives, agency overview learning sessions for library staff, community partner 
outreach at the library, library programs, and outreach to promote well-being resources.  
 
Fox Cities Book Festival – Virtual - 2021 
The Fox Cities Book Festival was presented virtually for the second year, which 
included 40 public events and six school visits, and two international authors. APL staff 
hosted the keynote event with Dasha Kelly Hamilton, eight virtual author programs for 
the public, and one virtual author visit with area schools. Attendees learned about 
authors’ inspiration, writing process, publishing experiences, and book content. Friends’ 
funds were used for honorariums for the authors. 
 
Imagine Fox Cities Involvement - 2021 
Community Partnerships staff are members of the coordinating committee, engagement 
committee, and belonging committee of the Imagine Fox Cities community vision 
initiative. They inform the initiative with their unique perspectives as library workers and 
gain insights on community needs, interests, and opportunities to inform libraryofferings. 
Friends’ funds supported Imagine Fox Cities logo apparel for participating library staff.    
 
Hispanic Heritage Month Take n’ Create Packs - 2021 
The Children’s Department and Teen Services joined efforts celebrating 
Hispanic Heritage Month. This year’s festivities offered a reimagined program including 
a special family Take n’ Create pack designed for children and teens. Inside each of the 
75 packs were crafting supplies for Mexican tissue paper flowers and clay pottery 
painting, instructions, and a Project Outcome survey. Friends’ funds were used for kit 
supplies. 
 
National Library Card Sign-up Month - 2021 
The theme for this year’s National Library Card Sign Up Month was “Libraries 
Empower,” so staff highlighted how having a library card empowers patrons of all ages. 
APL partnered with other OWLS libraries and attended various events to create and 
update library cards for community members. We engaged with over 80 individuals 
through outreach. Staff also designed a case display on the 6th floor of City Hall 
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showcasing how libraries empower. Library staff secured a $500 grant from 4imprint for 
tote bags as incentives for new library cards and Friends funded giveaway items for the 
outreach table. 
 
Outreach T-Shirts - 2021 
Friends’ funds paid for Appleton Public Library logo t-shirts for our outreach staff. The 
t-shirts help the public identify and connect with the library and library staff members 
when they are participating in outreach events.  
 
Rhythms of the World - 2021 
The annual Rhythms of the World event took place in September at Houdini Plaza 
during Appleton Farmer's Market. This year's event included different cultural dance 
performances, a fashion show, non-profit organization booths, a blood drive and food 
drive. The event was a huge success with over 150 people in attendance and over 75 
people interacting with library staff at an APL information and library card registration 
table. Participants enjoyed coming to the event to learn and connect with different 
cultures through dance and music. Friends' funds were used to sponsor the event and 
support the library’s outreach table.  
 
Summer Library Program (Adults) - 2021 
The Adult Summer Library Program engaged 495 registrants to the virtual Beanstack 
program, with one participant sharing, “It kept me accountable and helped me reach my 
goal, one book a month instead of one book a year.” In addition to reading, the program 
was focused on connecting patrons to nature with plant and nature themed prizes, 
including tree identification guides, succulent plants, and a planter, hand-shovel and 
pollinator focused seeds. For the grand prizes, we provided two Wisconsin State Park 
passes with gas cards. Each prize was given in APL Summer Library Program totes. 
Friends’ funds supported the program incentives. 
 
Summer Library Program (Teens) - 2021 
This summer wrapped up another successful TSLP program! We presented each of the 
200 teens who registered for the program with an opportunity to select their own book. 
Of the teen readers who successfully finished the Beanstack reading challenges, 3 
teens were randomly selected and were awarded grand prizes. The three grand 
prizes featured were a Kindle Fire, Samsung Galaxy Fit and a NorthFace backpack – 
perfect items for back-to-school. One teen shared, “The teen prize options were really 
cool!” Friends’ funds supported the program incentives. 
 
Building Project Communications - 2022 
Friends’ funds paid for outside printing of various building project communications. 

Constant Contact - 2022         
Friends’ funds pay for our mass email service provider. We use this service to email our 

subscribers information about library news, classes, services and more. Friends’ funds 

paid for outside printing of various building project communications. 
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Community Partnerships – Library Assistant Position: 2022 
This Friends funded, part time non-benefitted position has increased capacity for 
community engagement and outreach related to individual and community well-being. 
The staff member has increased capacity related to computer help service, Kairos Alive 
Dancing Heart programming, relationships with community partners, community 
initiatives, agency overview learning sessions for library staff, community partner 
outreach at the library, library programs, and outreach to promote well-being resources.  
 
Activity Path - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase carpet protection film to create an activity path in 
the temporary library space. The activity path had a variety of movements for children 
(and adults!) to do on their way from the front of the building all the way to the Children's 
Department at the back of the building. Activities include tiptoeing past a sleeping lion, 
jumping on lily pads, waddling like a duck, flying like a bird and many more. The path 
proved popular with patrons and staff both.    
 
Summer Library Program T-Shirts - 2022 
Friends’ funds paid for staff Summer Library Program t-shirts to help advertise for the 
summer library programs. 
 


