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FRIENDS GRANTS PROGRAM SUMMARIES 

Children’s Classes and Events 

Bouncing Beats - 2021 
In September, preschoolers and their families were invited to participate in our 
interactive, music-making program Bouncing Beats. As this program needed to shift 
from in-person to virtual, we put together music-making kits for our participants so that 
we were still able to create music together. 
In their kits, one of the items that participants received was a set of boomwhackers. We 
used these pitched plastic tubes to explore chords, create sound effects for picture 
books, and craft our own melodies. It was a blast! Boomwhackers were returned at the 
end of the program so they can be used again. Friends’ Funds were used to purchase 
the boomwhackers.  
 
July – September Memorial Park StoryWalk - 2021 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of 3 books; Over in the Forest: Come Take a Peek by Marianne 
Berkes, Bee Dance by Rick Chrustowski, and Apple Pie Tree by Zoe Hall. These books 
were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the months of July - 
September. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent sign holders along a 
trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. Families who walk the 
trial are able to read the story as they go. These titles will be up for 1 month each, July - 
September. In addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families 
as they read and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

July – September ADI Downtown Storywalks - 2021 
Childrens is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging 
StoryWalk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each 
page of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement.  
Outside, Inside by LeUyen Pham is the book on display from mid-July to the end of 
August. This story captures 2020 and the feeling and moments we experienced while 
being inside and outside. It also pays tribute to frontline service professionals. Friends’ 
Funds was used to purchase two copies of the book, Outside, Inside by LeUyen Pham. 
 
Dreamers by Yuri Morales was on display during September in celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month The story follows an immigrant family and their transition in a new 
place. Friends’ Funds was used to purchase two copies of the book, Dreamers by Yuri 
Morales.  
 
Art in the Park - 2021 
Childrens had a booth in the Kids area of Art in the Park. Our goal was to create artwork 
similar to Eric Carle's carefully textured illustrations. Friends’ Funds were used to 
purchase texture plates which children then used to create their own textured materials. 
While many children chose to simply try texture after texture with a wide variety of 
colors, others chose to create their own designs.  

http://i.apl.org/spotlight/december-january-memorial-park-storywalk
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1000 Books Before Kindergarten - 2021 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase new prizes for the 1,000 Books Before 
Kindergarten. The prizes include wooden cars, toy boats, dinosaur bath squirters, 
rubber duckies, and sensory balls. Children get to pick out a prize for every 100 books 
they read. The new prizes have sparked excitement in the program as children saw 
them in the display case during May and early June.  
 
July Maker Quest - 2021 
Children made tile mosaics, popsicle flashlights, squishies and a whole lot more. 
Leftover supplies were also used during Children’s Week and were very popular.  
Friends’ funds were used to purchase the main supplies for the mosaics and the 
popsicle flashlights.  
 
Brainstorm Bags - 2021 
This October through December we ran a monthly program called Brainstorm Bags.  
Each month patrons could register and stop by the Children’s Desk to pick up a bag of 
supplies. We created 50 bags each month for school age children. Some were 
preregistered and others were kept back to give to school aged children visiting the 
library. Our hope was to catch children who did not have computer or internet access so 
they could be part of the program as well, even if they weren’t able to register for it. All 
participants were also invited to a virtual Show & Tell to share their experiences.  
 
Each bag contained a hard experiment and a no fail experiment so participants would 
be challenged yet also remain excited about science. Show and tell really helped them 
dive deeper into understanding why the projects worked and gave them an opportunity 
to explain how something failed and how they finally made it work.  
 
October's supplies included materials to make rockets including film canisters and 
effervescent tablets. Each child who attended the Show & Tell described what worked 
and what didn't, and the group talked through ways to make the rocket fly better. Staff 
also provided straw rockets that could be decorated and then launched using a bendy 
straw. 
In November each bag contained the materials to create a Hovercraft from a CD & 
balloon, and the supplies to make a triangle flyer. In December each bag contained the 
materials to create spool racers from a wooden spool, toothpick, & rubber band, as well 
as the supplies for a paper spin top. Friends’ funds paid for program supplies. 
 
Fall STREAM Team - 2021 
Fall STREAM Team ran for 8 weeks and is an interactive science program for 3–5-year-
olds focused on science, technology, reading, engineering, art and math. Patrons 
picked up a pack of supplies before the program started and a second box halfway 
through the program. Twenty-eight preschoolers, divided into 3 groups, met on Zoom 
each Thursday for a short Storytime and an explanation of the 6 activities for the day. 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase materials such as dice, stickers for counting and 

http://i.apl.org/spotlight/1000-books-kindergarten
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letter matching, sponges for a cactus water absorption experiment, colored popsicle 
sticks for fence pattern building, and Alka-Seltzer tablets for film canister flying bats 
 
Bouncing Beats - 2021 
This Fall, 5 preschoolers and their families participated in our interactive, music-making 
program Bouncing Beats. As we needed to shift this program from an in-person to a 
virtual format, we decided to put together music-making kits for our participants so that 
we were still able to create music together. 
In their kits, one of the items that participants received was a set of boomwhackers. We 
used these pitched plastic tubes to explore chords, create sound effects for picture 
books, and craft our own melodies. It was a blast! Friends’ Funds were used to 
purchase the boomwhackers.  
 
Candyland - 2021 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase tissue paper, glitter, stickers, and packing tape to 
create our life-size Candyland board in the Children's department during the month of 
December.  Tape was used to adhere the laminated tiles to the floor and tissue paper 
and glitter were used to create candy decorations around the department. Each time a 
child played our Candyland themed I-Spy, they received a candy themed sticker. 
Children who played Candyland also received drawing tickets for larger prizes. Some of 
these prizes were purchased by Friends’ Funds. There were 391 entries in the 
Candyland drawings by the end of the month 
 
Drive-In Storytime - 2021 
In October, the Children's Team hosted a Drive-In Storytime in partnership with APD & 
Kiwanis n Cops n Kids. The first step in making this happen was to buy an FCC 
compliant radio transmitter. (Thank you so much, Friends!)  
Participants were given a bag of books from Kiwanis, then parked in the back half of the 
parking lot, which we reserved from the City. They then tuned their radio to a 
predetermined station. We had a lot of fun as we sang songs, beeped our horns, and 
Meghan Cash (from APD) read two stories. The kids could follow along by using the 
books they were given. It was neat to experience a new platform for programming. 
Friends’ Funds were used to purchase the FCC compliant radio transmitter.  
 
October - December Memorial Park StoryWalk -2021 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of the following books: 
   
October – Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming 
November – This is How I Know by Brittany Luby 
December – Snowmen at Night by Caralyn Buehner 
 
These books were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the 
months of October – December. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent 

http://i.apl.org/spotlight/december-january-memorial-park-storywalk
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sign holders along a trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. 
Families who walk the trial can read the story as they go. These titles are up for 1 month 
each. In addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families as 
they read and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

October – December ADI Downtown Storywalks - 2021 
Children's is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging story 
walk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each page 
of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement.  
I Wish You Knew by Jackie Kramer is the book on display in October in celebration of 
Hispanic Heritage Month The story follows a child and those surrounding her, like her 
teacher and classmates, after her dad gets deported. Friends’ Funds were used to 
purchase two copies of the book, I Wish You Knew by Jackie Kramer.  
 
Friday Night Wrestlefest by J.F. Fox is the book on display for the month of November. 
It's a fun story with lots of rhyming words and colorful illustrations. Friends’ Funds were 
used to purchase two copies of the book, Friday Night Wrestlefest by J.F. Fox.   
 
Sweet People are Everywhere by Alice Walker is the book on display for the month of 

December. The book is an ode to humanity and portrays how beautifully diverse our 

world is. Friends Funds’ were used to purchase two copies of the book, Sweet People 

are Everywhere by Alice Walker. 

Winter STREAM Team - 2022 
Winter STREAM Team ran for 6 weeks in February and March. This program was for 
 3 - 5-year-old’s and focused on science, technology, reading, engineering, art and 
math. Patrons picked up a pack of supplies from the library that included everything 
they would need for 6 weeks of activities. Twenty-eight preschoolers, divided into three 
groups, met on Zoom each Thursday for a short storytime and an explanation of the 6 
activities for the day. Each week had a theme; Valentine’s Day, dental & body health, 
gardening, opposites, space, and St. Patrick’s Day. The kids and parents had a blast 
and we received lots of positive feedback. Friends’ funds provided the supplies for the 
activities. 
 
January – March Memorial Park StoryWalk - 2022 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of the following books: 
   
January – Mice Skating by Anne Marie Pace 
February – A Way with Wild Things by Larissa Theule 
March – Hooray for Hoppy by Tim Hopgood 
 
These books were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the 
months of January – March. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent sign 
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holders along a trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. Families 
who walk the trail can read the story as they go. These titles are up for 1 month each. In 
addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families as they read 
and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

January – March ADI Downtown Storywalks - 2022 
Children's is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging story 
walk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each page 
of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement. Children’s 
utilized Friends’ funds to purchase two copies of the following books:  
 
January 2022 - Groundhug Day by Anne Marie Pace 
February 2022 - Superluminous by Ian De Haes  
March 2022 - Festival of Colors by Vashti Harrison  
 
Bouncing Beats Musical Storytime - 2022 
Ukulele is a staple in the Bouncing Beats music storytime geared for 3–5-year-olds. 
During one activity, kids dance as fast as they can when they hear fast music and as 
slow as they can when they hear slow music. Playing/Strumming the ukulele quickly can 
be very hard on fingers, and felt picks l help to protect staff’s fingers during storytime. 
Friends’ Funds were used to purchase Ukulele Felt Picks. 
 
Roaming Ruckus: a True Play Program - 2022 
Friends’ Funds were used to purchase new and interesting supplies including pool 
noodles, pool noodle connectors, interlocking foam mats, a fort building set, clips and  
clothespins. These additional materials provide the children more opportunities to learn 
both independently and through interactions with other children at the program. Each  
program begins with children playing separately, but by the end of the program they 
have all come together to engage creatively and cooperatively with the materials.  
 
Spanish Storytime - 2022 
Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to rent the Theater room at the Building for 
Kids on Tuesday mornings during the summer months for Spanish Language Storytime. 
Appleton Ready to Read Funds are also used to subsidize museum visits for 
participating families. This reboot of the Appleton Ready to Read Program provides 
families the opportunity to explore the Museum and learn through play after attending 
storytime and receiving early literacy tips from staff.  
 
School-Age STEAM – June 2022 
School-Age STEAM is a new program this summer designed for children in grades K-6. 
It is held every Thursday in two different sessions. Each week has a unique theme with 
demonstrations and hands-on activities that highlight science, technology, engineering, 
art, and/or math. June's themes included All Hands-on Tech (with robots previously 
purchased with funds from Friends), Minute to Win It games, Planet Hoppers (with 
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scale-sized planet simulations), and a very special Birds session with special guest, 
Craig Clifford. Craig Clifford led the students on a bird watching walk and then coached 
them in painting ceramic birds that he designed. Friends’ funds paid for supplies and the 
artist stipend.  
 
Multicultural Book Club with Boys and Girls Club of Appleton - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase craft supplies for a Multicultural Book Club in 
partnership with the Boys & Girls Club of Appleton. Program participants read books 
from different countries around the world and made crafts specific to that country. 
Patrons got the opportunity to learn how to use chopsticks, make Hmong hats, batik-
inspired watercolor art, mooncakes and rakhi bracelets. 
 
Storytime Bubbles - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase bubble solution for use in Toddler Storytime. 
Toddler Storytime ends with music and a room full of bubbles from our bubble machine. 
It is the highlight of every program brings joy to our young patrons. Bubble play is not 
only fun, but also a wonderful developmental activity that helps with visual tracking, fine 
and gross motor skills, hand-eye coordination, and social skills 

 
Children’s Passive Program – April & May 2022  – Your Favorite Place in Appleton 
The April and May passive programs invited families to share their favorite places in 
Appleton by placing a sticker on a large map of Appleton, share more about why they 
love that place in the notebooks provided, and use art materials to recreate their favorite 
place through art. These maps were on display at the Oneida location before the 
closure and at our community partner, JJ's Laundromat. Friends’ funds were used to 
purchase large maps of Appleton on foam board and two journals for the program. 
 
Grand Opening – Mystery Seed Planting Activity - 2022 
The Children’s Department had a Mystery Seed Planting station at the library’s grand 

opening on Monday, June 6. 268 children (and adults) chose one of four mystery seeds 

to plant in a cup, take home and care for. The mystery seeds (Zinnia, Marigold, Forget 

Me Not and Cosmos) were announced on Facebook a month later. Many patrons called 

throughout the month inquiring about when the seeds would be announced and shared 

they had a lot of fun growing their mystery seeds. Friends' funds were used to purchase 

the dirt, cups, seeds and Ziploc bags for this activity. 

 
Hmong American Day Festival Outreach - 2022 
Friends’ funds were used to purchase lollipops and tassels to make for the Hmong 
American Day Festival outreach event on 5/14/22 at Jones Park.  
 
Summer Celebration - 2022 
What better way to kick off the fun of our Summer Library Program than with an all-age 
Summer Celebration? This party had it ALL with outdoor games (including cornhole, 
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vertical cornhole, hopscotch, Skittles, hula hoops, life-sized Connect Four, life-sized 
Checkers and ring toss), a tattoo station, a craft station, a ball pit, an obstacle course, a 
juggler and a balloon twister!  Many of the items used for this party were previously 
purchased with funding from Friends. New purchases utilizing Friends’ funds included 
some of the games, craft supplies, tattoos and the stipend for the juggler and balloon 
twister from Mischief and Magic.  
 
Kiwanis Butterfly Festival - 2022 
This year’s Butterfly Festival was on Saturday, June 18. Over 300 people stopped by 
the APL table where we shared information about the library as well as a bit of science 
through our art project. Families created butterfly sun catchers, the delight was palpable 
as children, and adults immediately began experimenting with which way to hold their 
creation to cause the most colorful design to appear on the ground or tablecloth.  
Friends’ funds were used to purchase supplies for this program and wings for staff. 
 
April – June 2022 Memorial Park StoryWalk 
In partnership with Appleton Parks & Rec, Children’s Services utilized Friends’ funds to 
purchase two copies of the following books: 
   
April – Duck on a Bike by David Shannon 
May – The Ugly Vegetables by Grace Lin 
June – The Collectors by Alice Feagan 
 
These books were unassembled and then reassembled as StoryWalk pages for the 
months of April - June. Appleton Parks & Rec built and installed permanent sign holders 
along a trail at Memorial Park for the StoryWalk pages to be displayed. Families who 
walk the trail can read the story as they go. These titles are up for 1 month each. In 
addition to the story itself, each page has fun activities to engage families as they read 
and walk. Friends’ funds provided the books for the Storywalks.  
 

April – June 2022 ADI Downtown Storywalks 
Children's is partnering with Appleton Downtown Inc. (ADI) to bring an engaging story 
walk downtown. It involves partnerships from local downtown businesses as each page 
of a story is displayed on a business's front window for public engagement. Children’s 
utilized Friends’ funds to purchase two copies of the following books:  
 
April – The Neighbors by Einat Tsarfati 
May - A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin 
June – Julian at the Wedding by Jessica Love 

 
 


